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Dear Parents and Carers,

The school term is now well underway. |'ve been able to spend some time in classrooms recently and have seen
a whole range of exciting and interesting lessons which have really engaged the children. This learning has been
within the classrooms, but the teachers have also been making the children think very hard to solve problems
outside as well. One such lesson was children working together to move a bucket which was in the middle of
‘toxic waste’! Children worked really well as a team to tackle the problem and it was great to see the children
being able to communicate their ideas with each other and cooperating so well. In every lesson | have observed,
| have been impressed by the attitude and learning behaviour of the children; they obviously want to learn as
much as they can.

Year 6 Polar Explorer Day

On Friday 14 September, Year 6 spent the day with a Polar explorer, who has first-hand experience of visiting the
Polar Regions, to launch their Coldest Journey topic. The children learnt what an expedition in freezing condi-
tions would be like and what you would need to take with you in order to survive in the extreme environment.
The event really inspired the children to want to know more about their topic this term. Thank you to Mrs Casey
and the Year 6 team for organising this amazing opportunity for the children.

Year 4 Mexicolore Workshop

On the same day as our Polar explorer visitor, Year 4 experienced a Mexicolore Workshop, where they learnt
about Aztec traditions and rituals. It was a really interactive workshop where every child got to participate and
dress up. It was a fabulous start to their Bean to Bar topic for the term — thank you to Mr Cook and the Year 4
teachers for organising the event for the children.

Jeans for Genes Day

Last Friday, 21st September was Jeans for Genes Day which was organised by School Council. Children and staff
wore their jeans to school in order to raise money to support children with genetic disorders. Thank you to
School Council and Mrs Kimani, who organised the event and we look forward to hearing how much money was
raised on the day.

House Captains

On Monday of this week, some Year 6 children gave speeches to their houses in order to be elected as House
Captains for the Year. Congratulations go to George H, Sienna S, Sadie T, Charlie H, Beatrice A, Jamie C, MaxJ
and Tyla M. We look forward to watching you become role models within the school as you take on this
important responsibility, leading and motivating your House teams to be the best that they can be.
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Mrs Dee Webb
This week we say a sad farewell to Mrs Dee Webb as she is

as she has done so much for the school over the years —
hopefully she will pop back and see us all soon.

Year 6 Bikeability
Just a reminder that Year 6 have their Bikeability sessions next week. For those pupils who have signed up for
this, please remember to bring in your bike, helmet and suitable clothing and footwear for all weathers.
Wishing you and your family a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you all again on Monday.

With kind regards

Mrs J Harrup
Headteacher

Miss Foster’s Trip to Laos

As many of you know, this Summer | travelled to Laos with the
LRTT (Limited Resources Teacher Training) to teach teachers,
which was truly unforgettable. | wanted to share just a small
snippet of my reflection on my time in Laos.

There were a number of different challenges in terms of the
actual teaching aspect, language being the main one. Culture

also played a part as some things in culture just mean that they
don’t do some things the same as us or teach in the same way
as us. Something that really struck me though was that to be a teacher in Laos means you are very respected, however some of them
have not been paid in 2 months as the government just don’t have the money to do it. This showed me that these teachers have a
real passion for teaching as to not be paid for that amount of time whilst having to live your life is crazy. That was a lightbulb moment
for me. We really are all part of the global teacher movement. We are teachers because we choose to be. We are teachers because
we care. Things may get hard sometimes but that passion is still there, a shared passion no matter what country you come from. |
hope my passion never goes away and | continue to always be a part of the global teacher movement.

Thank you again to everyone that supported my fundraising in order for me to take part in this amazing experience.

House Captain Assembly

On Monday 24th September we held our house captain assembly, where'
Year 6 stood for election. The standard was of a very high quality and
lots of effort had been put into speeches. Congratulations to the
following children who were elected:

Red - George H and Sienna S

- Sadie T and Charlie H
Green - Beatrice A and Jamie C
Blue - Max J and Tyla M

They will be working very hard to organise events for the children in their
houses this year.




Year 6 Polar Explorer Day

On Friday 14" September Year 6 were lucky enough to spend the day working
with a polar explorer, finding out all about his expeditions and what it was like
to be inside the Arctic circle. His adventures were once in a lifetime opportuni-
ties and he saw lots of Arctic animals including reindeer, huskies and wolves. He
had a great story where wolves were by his tent and he had to watch them for
hours with his binoculars until they went away. That night he tied himself to a
tree to get away from them in case they returned.

During the day each class was set a task to plan an expedition. We had to think
about where we wanted to go (the Arctic or Antarctic), allocate job roles within our team and what equipment we would need to take
in order that we survive.

At the end of the day we had a question and answer session and we learnt about the northern lights. It was a great way to launch our
topic.
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On Friday 14th September we had a visit from Mexicolore.
Week ending Friday, 21 They showed us lots of things from the Aztec times such as
Redwood Cl &ss with H @ headdress and the sunstone. We were able to play on the
drums and march around with Aztec clothes on. We
Week endi,n@8Frmhi &ayt e mb p learned lots of facts. We also played a rubber ball game
Tamari sk, Monkey Puzzl e &| wheretheball wasasheavy asacannon and you could only
We | | Done Everyone For | useyourhips. We learnt that the Aztecs made lots of musi-

cal instruments, one where you had to use water and it

cried. We all really enjoyed the whole morning.
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Oak - Jamie L, & Clemmie D
Hawthorn - Jack T & Alfie G
Willow - Edward F & Mary O
Sycamore - Imogen J & Matthew T
Monkey Puzzle - Amelia H & Alfie P
Tamarisk - Maariya J & Joseph M
Chestnut - Harrison D & Lois C
Silver Birch - Jack H & Aayush G
Redwood - Max V-C & Ze W-P
Ash - Ben W & Sienna S
Cherry - Bailey D & Debora F
Maple - EvaL&Emily T
Orchard - Jake W

The children listed have achieved something special in school recently and have been
nominated by their class teacher for an Achievement Certificate. These certificates are
given out weekly during the school’s achievement assembly.
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