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Dear Parents/Carers,
As we approach the end of November we already have so much to celebrate. The children this half term have
been learning about and focusing on our value of Cooperation. During our weekly assemblies we encourage the
children to 'reflect’ and think about the key messages of cooperation. This half term these include:


Cooperation is working together towards a common goal.



Cooperation is working together with patience and affection.



Cooperation is everybody’s responsibility and takes courage and willpower to achieve.



Cooperation is governed by the principle of mutual respect.



Someone who cooperates, receives co-operation.

We have also begun to think where we see it and what a world would be like without cooperation. I am pleased
to share that it is abundant in everyday school life. I have spent time on the playgrounds these last few days,
observing great cooperation and behaviour. The HOPA team have been working with the school as we approach
our Christmas Market and some parents have volunteered their time to help make this event a success. The two
school staff teams have been cooperating more and more, ensuring that the children receive the very best
experiences and opportunities and as we work our way through December, we will be exploring the many
different charities that pull together to help those in need at what can be a challenging and difficult time of year
for some. We will begin to think about the role we play and how if everyone cooperates a little, a lot can be
achieved.
Kind regards,

Clare Spires

Mrs Spires
Executive Headteacher

The Hermitage School Academy Trust. This is a charitable company.
Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

COVID-19 remains a risk

It is still possible to catch and spread COVID-19, even if you are fully vaccinated.
Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate
immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to take a PCR test as soon as
possible, even if you’ve had one or more doses of a COVID-19 vaccine.
COVID-19 will be a feature of our lives for the foreseeable future, so we need to learn to live with it
and manage the risk to ourselves and others.

All of us can play our part by understanding the situations where risks of COVID-19 infection and
transmission are likely to be higher, and taking action to reduce these risks. Please read the
guidance for more information, https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-whatyou-can-and-cannot-do.
If you suspect your child has coronavirus or has a positive test
Do not send your child to their nursery, childminder, school, college or to an entry test for a selective
school if:
* they are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
* they have had a positive test result
* there are other reasons requiring them to stay at home, for example, they are
required to quarantine or they are awaiting their PCR result after a positive lateral flow test
You should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do.
We will keep you informed if and when the cases increase in school to the point it is deemed to be an
outbreak. Our risk assessments can be found on the schools website.

Worry Monsters

This term we have introduced worry monsters to our teaching and learning practice in both The Oaktree and
The Hermitage Schools. We placed them in each classroom and held an assembly to explain them to the children. They have proven to be an incredibly useful resource, allowing children to share worries in a confidential manner, when they don’t feel they have a voice or have difficulty explaining and have helped staff identify
children’s anxieties and concerns that would otherwise go unnoticed.
What is a worry monster?
Worry Monsters are used to help children who have suffered to resolve their worries. When a worrying or
troubling thought comes into the child's mind they can write it down, or draw a picture on a piece of paper
and feed it to the monster or puppet. The idea is that the worry monster eats the problem up. The children
feel they have got it “off their chest” and you as the grown up have an idea what is going on inside their head
and can discuss their concern in a supportive way to further reassure the child and ease their mind.
How do you make a worry monster box?
I am aware of some families who have used these at home too. If you decide you would like to use one you
can either purchase them online; simply search for ‘worry monster’ or simply make one. An empty tissue box
makes an easy monster but any box would work as long as you can cut out a mouth. Allow the children to
decorate the outside of the box to represent the monster, sticking arms and feet on it. Talk about worries or
“thinking” with your child/ren and have them identify some worries, thoughts, frustrations, etc. ... Have the
child write or draw the worries on pieces of paper and pop it in the box.

Reception

The Reception children were very proud to be able to show their parents around their learning areas before
half term during the Parent Celebration. Thank you for everyone who was able to attend. We are pleased to
now have rolled out Parent Passport across EYFS. Using this technology, we are better able to work in
partnership with our parents to share each child’s achievements.
The children have learned most of their Set 1 sounds and are becoming more confident in blending simple
sounds together. They are also learning to form these letters and have begun applying this new knowledge in
their role play-writing lists and labels. In Maths the children have been subitising (seeing an amount without
counting individually) numbers to 5. This has helped them to really investigate the composition of these
numbers.
We have begun this half term by learning about celebrations. The children learned about Diwali and made
links between this and other festivals and celebrations that they are more familiar with. The topic until
Christmas is Magnificent Machines. We will be learning about how machinery and technology has changed
over time, how it improves our lives and how we use it safely.

Year 2
Year 2 have had a busy first term in school learning about significant people in medical history, Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole. They used the knowledge they learnt in history to create leaflets in their English
lessons. At the end of last term the children enjoyed learning about the features of a newspaper article and
writing their own about our Harvest Celebration. This was spurred on by the article that appeared in The
Woking News and Mail. Thank you so much to all the parents and carers who were able to attend our Harvest
Celebration. The children were really excited about performing for you.
This half term, Year 2 will be learning more about their wonderful world through their Geography lessons as
well as through RE where we have focused on learning about Islamic religious beliefs and moving onto the
Christian celebration of Christmas. Through the school Christmas Production, the children will learn to
appreciate different music styles as well as learn about tone, pitch and rhythm as well as developing rhythm
through dance in PE. Last term in PE the children were lucky enough to have the support of two Woking
Football Players to coach them in football skills, this term the children have the opportunity to learn from
cricket coaches from Surrey Cricket Club to support them in the skills needed to play cricket.
We are looking forward to Christmas Craft day on Friday 3rd December where the children will have the
opportunity to practise and show case their Art and Design and Design and technology skills.

Year 4

Last half term, Year 4 visited Brooklands Museum on a heritage trip. Brooklands is a museum
that has different types of transport, mainly aeroplanes, cars and buses.

We began by visiting the aircraft factory and exploring
how the different parts of the planes were made. Some
children really enjoyed learning how propellers were
made by sticking pieces of wood together before shaving
it to make it extremely smooth. In groups, the children
were able to make model planes out of metal to see how
the wings were formed. We also got to design our own
plane for different challenges on computers and saw how these would fly on a large screen.
Next, we made race cars out of plastic bottles filled with corks, straws and wooden wheels in
small groups. We walked out onto the historic banking to race them downhill. Once we got
the hang of it, they travelled quite far…one car even reached 16 metres! This was definitely
the most exciting part of the day because we got to make and test out our own ideas.
After this, we visited the bus museum where we explored an
old fashioned double decker bus and also a modern electric
bus. As part of this session, we also looked at a model of a
town and the public transport in it.
Then we walked around the motor sheds looking at all of the
historic cars and bikes, including Formula 1 Grand Prix cars
from the past 50 years.
Then we walked around the motor sheds looking at all of the historic cars and bikes,
including Formula 1 Grand Prix cars from the past 50 years.

We were fortunate to have enough time to quickly see the
newest part of Brooklands, which was a McLaren
exhibition. Inside the building was a life-size McLaren car
built entirely out of Lego and took many hours to build.

By Zara, Ailsa and Grace

Year 6

We have been having great fun with our science topic of ‘electricity’ this half term. We have
played with electrical components to light a circuit and found out that not all materials are
great conductors. We have also completed an experiment investigating what happens when
components are changed. We now know the correct way to draw an electrical circuit and the
symbols which represent each component. It has been a steep learning curve.

In DT, we have been set the exciting challenge of creating an electric powered buggy to race
across the hall floor. We have been concentrating on designing and building the framework in
the last couple of weeks.

Hermitage Sports News
Football
There have been a number of different football matches in the last couple of weeks,
ranging from friendly matches to some cup tournaments. Well done to all the children that
have been taking part. Although it may not always be a win, it is great that we have been
able to start taking part in sport again. Some children were unfortunately absent for the
photos, so we will make sure we get some team photos when they are all in school.

Cont/….

Some Year 4 children took part in a tournament at St Andrews School. They made it
through to the final and then the game went to penalties. Due to some excellent saves and
goals, the children won! Well done Year 4.

The National Sleep Helpline 03303 530 541
The National Sleep Helpline helps anyone with sleep issues including
adults, parents and young people. The helpline is available from
7pm and 9pm, Sunday to Thursday on 03303 530 541.
Poor sleep can affect anyone and it can be a major stress for parents
whose own sleep can be impaired by their children's difficulties getting
to sleep, staying asleep or staying in their own bed, leading to greater
stress.
Having a sleep issue is surprisingly common. At any given time this affects up to 40% of adults and 50% of
children (this rises to 80% with a SEND diagnosis). These problems are typically persistent and do not resolve
themselves without intervention.
The helpline have created a set of leaflets and posters which you can download here: https://6282.s3.eu-west
-1.amazonaws.com/The+National+Sleep+Helpline+Posters+and+Leaflets+Nov+2021.zip

Families Magazine
Please see below the link for the Nov/Dec issue of Families magazine. This issue is all about Christmas - we list
where to see Santa, Christmas fairs, workshops, pantos, days out, Christmas light switch on and lots
more! Either of these links will work:
https://bit.ly/FamiliesMagNovDec2021
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/families surrrey_west_nov_dec_2021_digital?fr=sNGVmZjQzNDQ5Mzc

Family Grapevine Magazine
We are delighted to say that the Winter issue of the Guildford, Woking & Spelthorne Family Grapevine magazine is out now.
It's packed full of great ideas for Festive Family Fun, chances to win tickets to Bocketts Farm and all the usual Information about
local support and services that are relevant to local families.
Please click here to view: https://thefamilygrapevine.co.uk/gws/see-a-copy/

Diary Dates
The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School
29/11—Pantomime (am)

29/11—Pantomime (pm)

3/12—Non Uniform Day—HOPA

3/12—Non Uniform Day—HOPA

3/12—Christmas Fair (3-5pm)

3/12—Christmas Fair (3-5pm)

3/12—Christmas Craft Day

7/12—Year 4 Christmas Production dress rehearsal

8/12—Non Uniform Day—Christmas Jumper Day

8/12—Non Uniform Day—Christmas Jumper Day

8/12 Christmas Production

8/12—Christmas Lunch

9/12 Christmas Production

8/12—Year 4 Christmas Production to parents (5.30pm)

10/12 Christmas Production

9/12—Year Christmas Production to parents & Oaktree Year 2
(2pm)

13/12 Christmas Production

10/12—Choir Concert—Year 6 and Choir only
15/12—Class Christmas parties (pm)
17/12—End of term (2pm)

15/12 Christmas Lunch
15/12 Christmas Class Parties
16/12 Christmas Service St Johns Church 9am—11am
17/12 End of Term 2pm

