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Newsletter
15th October 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been a fun filled and busy first half term and a delight to welcome visitors and guests back into the school. This half
term we have seen leaders from The SWAN Trust attend both schools to undertake monitoring visits. This included visiting
classrooms; observing lessons; speaking with children about their learning and support provided in class. They looked at
children’s work books and spoke with school staff to establish our schools’ areas of strength and developments. We then
invited in our School Improvement Partner Mrs. Childs, who worked with individual subject leaders to undertake audits
into their curriculum provision. This helped again each subject leader to establish what is working well and what next
steps could be implemented to further develop our educational provision and ensure the children are being provided with
a broad and rich curriculum. Behaviour was deemed to be excellent in both schools with passionate staff who strive to
achieve what is best for our children.
Our school priorities for 2021 – 2022 include;
Raise standards of achievement in English
Raise standards in the Quality of Teaching
To provide a broad and rich curriculum
Improve outcomes for vulnerable groups of pupils
Further develop behaviour and welfare of pupils
It has been a pleasure meeting more parents and carers this half term as we have begun to host our first class assemblies
of the year in The Hermitage School, our first prospective parent tours and seen many visitors attending our Harvest
Celebrations at The Oaktree School. I hope you have enjoyed coming into school and celebrating your child’s
achievements with us.
We intend to invite volunteers back into our schools again next half term, subject to government guidance. If you are
interested in coming into either school to help provide support with reading, cooking or gardening on a regular basis
please get in touch with the office or your child’s class teacher after half term.

Kind regards,

Clare Spires

Mrs Spires
Executive Headteacher

The Hermitage School Academy Trust. This is a charitable company.
Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

School Council
Last week, we attended our first School Council Meeting and each School Council representative from The
Oaktree and The Hermitage spoke about the charities that their classes would like to sponsor. We had a vote
and chose three charities, one local one National and one International: Sports Relief, Young Lives vs Cancer
and Challengers. Each term we will raise money for these special charities.

Traffic and Parking around the School
Can we please ask all parents/carers to be mindful of local residents drive ways, it has been reported recently that a
parent blocked a drive way of a local resident and people are parking on both sides of the road which stops cars
getting through. Please be considerate to residents and other drivers. We appreciate your co-operation with this.

Movie Nights
HOPA will be holding movie nights for both schools in the
coming months, further details to follow. Dates and times
below for different year groups, all to start at 3pm and finish
at 5.30pm.
Years 1 & 2— Thursday 4th November
Years 5 & 6 — Thursday 11th November
Years 3 & 4 — Thursday 25th November

Good to Grow
The Hermitage School has
registered with Morrison's
supermarket as part of their
'Good to Grow' campaign.
What this means is that from September,
every £10 spent in store or online gets one
'Grow token' for the school, which we can
then redeem for a wide range of gardening
equipment. All you need to do is make sure
you scan your 'My Morrisons' app at the
checkout, and select 'The Hermitage School'
as the recipient of your token.

Anti-Bullying Week - 15th November – 19th November
Every November schools throughout the United Kingdom take part in Anti-Bullying Week. This is an
opportunity to shine a spotlight on bullying and consider the steps we can take together to stop it. AntiBullying Week 2021 is taking place from Monday 15th to Friday 19th November this year and it has the theme
‘One Kind Word’.
As a parent or carer, you are a vital piece of the puzzle in tackling bullying. You have a unique role to play in
guiding and supporting your child through their school years and there are lots of positive steps you can take to
help keep your child safe from bullying and harm. One of the steps is knowing when to ask for support. The link
below will take you to a resource which was written with Kidscape and designed to give you information about
bullying, tips about what to do if you’re worried about bullying and the tools to help you talk to your children
about bullying.
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/
Please also see the attached poster about Odd Socks Day. We would like the children at The Oaktree and The
Hermitage to come to school wearing odd socks on Monday 15th November – a fun and positive way to start
the week.

School Attendance
As the new Secretary of State for Education has made clear, young people regularly attending school is a
national priority and is important for their education, wellbeing, and long-term development. This is
particularly true for children who were persistently absent before the pandemic or who are at risk of
becoming persistently absent. Attendance continues to be mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age
and The Oaktree and The Hermitage Schools encourage 100% attendance. Both schools work with our
Inclusion Officer (formerly known as Education Welfare Officer), and parents will be contacted next half term
if there are concerns about your child's attendance figures.
All applications for leave of absence will be reviewed on an individual basis taking into account the specific
facts and circumstances, and relevant background context behind each request. But I will only grant leave of
absence in exceptional circumstances. If a leave of absence is agreed, it will only be for a specific period of
time. Thank you in advance for supporting us with prioritising your child's education.

Healthy Snack
The School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme (SFVS) provides a free
piece of fruit or vegetable to every 4-6 year-old who attends a
fully state-funded primary or infant school. Please may we
request that, if you choose to send your child in with their own
snack, this is a single piece of fruit or vegetable.

Diary Dates
The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School

14/10 HOPA AGM 8pm – https://meet.google.com/stt-gpsz-rae

14/10 HOPA AGM 8pm-https://meet.google.com/stt-gpsz-rae

15/10— Yr4 Brooklands Museum trip

15/10—Harvest Festival 9-10am

19/10— Open Morning for prospective parents

18/10—Year 1 Celebration 2.45-3pm

20/10— Cherry Class Assembly

19/10—Year 2 Celebration 2.45-3pm

21/10— Open Morning for prospective parents

20/10—Reception Celebration 2.45-3pm

21/10—Non-Uniform Day – HOPA (no theme)

21/10— Non-Uniform Day – HOPA (no theme)

22/10—School closed - Bank Holiday (Platinum Jubilee)

22/10—School closed - Bank Holiday (Platinum Jubilee)

25/10-29/10— Half Term

25/10-29/10— Half Term

01/11—Inset Day

01/11—Inset Day

Nursery - Caterpillar Class

We have been so excited getting to know the new nursery children and welcoming back our previous children
from their Summer holidays. The children have settled in very well and have really enjoyed exploring their
new environment and getting to know the adults. We’re so proud with how well the children have adapted to
their new environment and making new friends.

The Nursery children have had a busy first half term, exploring our Autumn
topic. We’ve been on a few Autumn walks around the school field, collecting
leaves and sticks. We even went on a bear hunt around the field, spotting out
the bears we could see. The children used the resources they collected to
create hedgehog’s, paint with sticks and make leaf people pictures. In maths
the children have been looking at the size and shape of the leaves and were
able to order the sticks in size order. We have been focusing on phonological
awareness and the initial sounds in their names, which the children really
enjoyed practising.

Year 1

What a fantastic start to Year 1! The children are thoroughly enjoying their ‘Land Before Time’ topic and
exploring the life of dinosaurs. We have been learning about grouping different animals in Science including
omnivores, carnivores and herbivores. We’ve even been using our magnifying glasses to search through
dinosaur poo! In English, the children have been learning about ‘How To Grow A Dinosaur’ and writing their
own set of instructions. In the next few weeks the children will be continuing to develop their DT skills by
creating their paper-mâché dinosaur egg as well as painting them and making a nest for them. In Maths we
have been learning about our number bonds to 10 and exploring how we can use a part-part whole to help us!
We are going to be using our number bond knowledge to help us solve number problems.

Year 3

The Year 3 staff have been so proud of how quickly the children have settled into The Hermitage School. There
are many changes in daily routine when the children move up to Key Stage 2 and our Year 3 children have
taken these on board very well.

Butser Farm
To start off our history topic on the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age, we visited Butser Farm. There, the
children learnt all about life in prehistoric times and got to take part in some authentic craft. Due to Covid, this
was the first school trip the children had been on for a long time. Their behavior was exemplary and the staff
at the farm commented on how grown up and sensible they were.

Science
The children have been able to use our new STEM room for their Science experiments this term. Our topic is
Rocks and Soils. They have explored the rock cycle using sweets and tested the hardness and permeability of
different rocks.

Year 5

What an amazing first half term it has been for Year 5! As part of their
Final Frontier topic, they have covered so many subjects and related
them all. They learnt all about the planets and created a planet
mobile.

They have designed and
created their own space
game and are looking
forward to exhibiting
and playing these with
family members.

They had fun drawing around each others shadows to learn about how and why our shadows
change throughout the day.

Taking science fiction into
their writing, where they
wrote a newspaper report
based on the beginning of
our class novel, The War of
the Worlds.

It was fantastic to visit The Winston
Churchill Planetarium, where they saw a
show on our largest star – the Sun.

The children have been learning about London this half term and have done lots
of wonderful work. We used the story book Katie in London to base our learning
around. Some of the children have started horse riding too!
In English, we have been writing some poems about a Magic Flying Bus and
writing descriptions. The children have also created some wonderful pieces of
Art work.

Hermitage Sports News
Netball
Some Year 4 & 5 children took part in a
Netball Tournament at St Andrews School.
The children had a fantastic afternoon, and
represented the school brilliantly. Despite
not having much Netball experience, the
children all played fantastically and with
such enthusiasm. Well done girls.
Sports Ambassadors
Year 5 & 6 children, were given the
opportunity to apply for Sports
Ambassadors. It was so great to see so
many applications and so many children
enthusiastic about the Sport in our school.
A few children were selected to attend
some Sports Ambassador training at Hoe
Valley School. They all had a fantastic
morning. Thank you to Coach Jones, Mrs
Ditton and Mrs Denne for the supporting
the children.

