
26th February 2021 

The Hermitage School Academy Trust.  This is a charitable company. 

Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
We were delighted to hear the news that from Monday 8th March, all of our children will be back with us – we have missed them all 
terribly!  Our main priority for when all of our children return will be their wellbeing, happiness and to ensure they feel safe and secure 
coming into school.  I am finalising plans and timetables and will share further information with you next week.  The children will be in 
class bubbles and not mix more widely across their year group, at least until Easter; I will obviously keep you informed of any changes 
along the way. 
 
The Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson has published an open letter to parents, carers and guardians.  This can be found here:  
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/?
utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19 
 
tŀǊŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ 
We will be holding our Parent Consultation meetings later this half term.  These will be via School Cloud again and the focus of the calls 
will mainly be on the childrenΩs wellbeing and how they have been coping during the pandemic.  A letter with further information will 
come out to you shortly. 
 
.ƻƻƪ ²ŜŜƪ 
Next week is Book Week and although we canΩt celebrate it like we normally do, Mrs Kimani has been busy putting together some 
events for the children to take part in whether they are at home or at school.  She sent a letter out to all parents earlier in the week 
and further information will also be sent out to the children.  Many members of staff have recorded themselves reading stories and 
these links will be shared with the children, so they can choose the stories they want to listen to.  There is also a reading challenge for 
the children to take part in.  Thursday 4th March is World Book Day and on this day, we have a virtual session organised with an author 
to hopefully inspire the children.  A big thank you to Mrs Kimani for organising all of the events, Miss Foster for helping organise the 
videos and to all the Hermitage members of staff who have sent recordings of stories for the children. 
 
IŜǊƳƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ hŀƪǘǊŜŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ όIht!ύ 
I just wanted to say a huge thank you to all of the parents involved with HOPA who have worked so hard to continue raising money for 
both schools during the pandemic.  During the period from September to December 2020, they have raised over £3,500 – money that 
is so desperately needed for the schools.  Please have a look on the HOPA Facebook page for ways of helping our school community 
and how to stay up to date on all forthcoming events:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/257671714681 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
{ǳǊǊŜȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ aŜŘƛŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ό{Ca{ύ 
SFMS is a charity which was established nearly forty years ago with the sole purpose of providing assistance to those dealing with the 
breakdown of a family relationship. They can assist with issues including: contact arrangements for children; living arrangements for 
the whole family following a separation; child maintenance; financial settlements; domestic abuse / allegations of domestic abuse 
(although this is in a purely signposting capacity).  Below is a link to their website which contains more in depth information about 
what they do.  
www.sfms.org.uk                                                                                                                                                                                                             
¢ƛƪ¢ƻƪ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ                                                                                                                                                                                           
The DQ Institute is an American-based charity and, along with TikTok, have created a comprehensive TikTok Family Safety Toolkit.  It's 
quite a large guide (26 pages) and throughout there are links to digital citizenship tips and more in-depth subjects.  Please click this link:  
https://sf16-va.tiktokcdn.com/obj/eden-va2/glkuhuyloeh7hupn/TikTokFamilySafetyToolkit.pdf 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend – letΩs hope the sun keeps shining.                                                                                                                     
With kind regards 

 

Newsletter 
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¸ŜŀǊ о  

 

Lƴ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ƭŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪΥ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ƻŬŀ C ό²ƛƭƭƻǿύ CǊŜŘŘȅ ¢ ό²ƛƭƭƻǿύ 

hŀƪ /ƭŀǎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ - LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΗ 

hǎŎŀǊ / όhŀƪύ  aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ t όhŀƪύ 
DǊŀŎŜ ¢ όhŀƪύ 

CǊŀƴƪƛŜ όIŀǿǘƘƻǊƴύ  

5ŀƛǎȅ όIŀǿǘƘƻǊƴύ 
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This week, we have been continuing on with fractions in Maths. Some of the questions have been a little 

challenging because they've had multiple steps to them, which made it very rewarding when I got them 

right! We are really looking forward to Miss Gush's Among Us based fractions next week! 

Our group in school have been really excited to begin a new Eng-

lish unit. We are thoroughly enjoying writing a news report about 

the characters from Hoodwinked, a film based on Little Red Riding 

Hood.  

We have also enjoyed French where we learnt how to describe 

animals of different colours. Today, we get to create our own 

strange animals and describe them! 

In PE, we have been dribbling balls using hockey sticks. It was a lot 

of fun because we've not played hockey in a while. However, it was also a little tricky because some-

times we'd hit the ball and it would end up very far away!  

In Outdoor Learning, we were trying to get a plastic ball from a cone into hoops, which required a lot of 

teamwork. We had a competition at the end between 'The Diamond Dolphins' and 'The Red Devils' to 

see who could make it the furthest from the Orchard Centre to the amphitheatre and it ended in a 

draw.  

By Zac, Sycamore Class 

The Little Dinosaur – A short story by Zac 

There once was an old village in Chile, which was home to dinosaurs of all shapes and sizes. The village 

used to be home to villagers but an extremely powerful heatwave came and they left because it was too 

hot. That's when the dinosaurs moved in.  

In the middle of the village, there was a shack which was owned by a family of stripy dinosaurs. There 

was a female dinosaur and a male dinosaur. One day, the egg which was in the hay pile cracked open 

and an orange head with purple stripes popped out of the top of the egg! His eyes were red and a patch 

of dark green. The spikes on his back were blue and purple and his teeth were as sharp as the top of a 

needle.  

The two male and female dinosaur's faces lit up at the sight of the incredible dinosaur. We should name 

him "Spiky" because he has spikes on his back. They already knew that there baby would grow up to be 

smart as the baby started miming "Hello" and "Wow". Suddenly, the baby started speaking!"I want to 

go on an adventure to the mountainsέΦ The parents started to speak to him. " Well, you need training to 

go to the mountains but your nowhere near the minimum age to get training." This made Spiky change 

his mind. This is where our story begins. 



¸ŜŀǊ р  

 Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ¸ŜŀǊ рΥ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘΣ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ   

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aŀǘƘΦ 

  

  

  

!ƴŀƪƛƴ ƛƴ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ 

ŘǊŀǿ ŀƴ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΗ IŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƘŀŘƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇǘƘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ о5 ƭƻƻƪΦ  !ǊǝǎǝŎΗ  

aŀȄ ƛƴ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ Lƴǎǳƭŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

ǘŀōƭŜǎΦ Iƛǎ ōŀǊ ŎƘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ         

ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜΦ 9ǳǊŜƪŀΗ 

IŀǊǊȅ ƛƴ             

wŜŘǿƻƻŘ ŘǊŀǿ 

ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ  

ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 

ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƻ 

ƳƻǳǘƘΗ      

.ǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΗ 

WŀŎƪ ¢ ƛƴ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ aƻƭŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ 

ǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴŘ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƻǿǎ 

ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ 

ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΗ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ 

!ǊŎƘƛŜ ƛƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ .ƛǊŎƘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ 

DǊŜŜƪ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ  ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛǎ           

ŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎΗ IŜǊƻƛŎΗ 

/ƘƭƻŜ ƛƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ 

.ƛǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ             

CǊŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƭƛƴŜ 

ƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ                  

ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ           

hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΗ 

 



¸ŜŀǊ с  

This week Year 6 received a letter through the post. The letter was asking them to enlist as a soldier in the sec-
ond world war. We were then asked to reply. Here is Luca's fantastic response to his uncle, who demanded that 
he enlist otherwise he would be cast you from the family. 

 

Herr Klaus Muller 

 12 Gartenstrabe 

 Lenzen 

Bradenburg  

Germany 

 

Herr Franz Muller  
44 Hauptstabe  
Lenzen  
Bradenburg  
Germany  
 
1 September 1939  

Dear Uncle Franz,  

Thank you for your letter, I admit I was shocked to hear from you as I hardly see you these days and it has been over a year since 

you last wrote. I was slightly confused by your comments in your letter. Your pride for Germany is clear but you seem to doubt 

our beautiful land when you say that the country needs to be άgreat once moreέΦ Although you were boasting about άour       

chancellorέΣ I think he is wrong about the British all he wants to do is kill, kill, and kill. Your letter seems very close-minded as if 

you agree that war is the only option to resolve our conflict with the other nations. I may be wrong but you almost sound as if 

you are threatening me? I sincerely hope not as with all political matters there are often many opinions that can be correct.  

 

I agree we all have a part to play to keep our precious Germany safe during this war but I disagree with your suggestion of how it 

should be done. The country needs strong young men to help the people. Who will deliver the milk, the coal and other              

essentials? Who will bring in the harvest? Who will man the fire stations? We cannot leave all responsibility on the women who 

are still required to carry out their own duties and raise the children. Although many of our town will willingly enlist, we cannot 

send every gentleman to the battlefields, asking them to kill, wound and injur a like-minded man who is fighting to protect their 

own country. You are requesting that I willingly take part in the slaughter of many innocent lives. If this life of a man was taken in 

another setting it would be murder. Tell me Uncle, how is killing a brave young warrier who is the friend, father, brother, son, 

nephew of another person, anything else?  

 

Has history taught us nothing? It was but a few years ago we were at war with our enemies. Our casualties were high and we 

have not recovered. Another war will end the same way, we have too many enemies. As mother always said to my siblings and I, 

yes you stand up for yourself but you donΩt meet violence with violence, bullying is wrong and being aggressive doesnΩt make you 

any allies. Her views have never been more correct, Germany are being the bully and as such is certain to fall. This will devastate 

our precious country even more and people like me will be required to help rebuild it to its glorious state.  

 

I hope one day you will see sense that this war could have been avoided but knowing your stubbornness you will still believe this 

the only answer. As your views will remain unchanged, so will mine. I understand I will lose my place in the family but it saddens 

me that I belong to a family who wont support or even try to understand my beliefs. I wish you well dear Uncle and I hope you 

donΩt live to regret your foolish choices. I know my choice will infuriate you but I choose to remain with a clear conscience      

knowing I did my part to protect the people without being haunted with taking the life of another.  

Yours faithfully  

 

Mr Klaus Muller  



hǊŎƘŀǊŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ  

 

The Orchard have started their new topic of Rainforests. As they were not able to go and visit a Rainforest, 

they had their very own Rainforest here in school!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


