
Spelling Workshop



Aims

 Reasons for improving spelling skills

 Why children struggle?

 Introduction to the Read Write Inc Spelling 

Programme

 Why are we changing how we test spellings?

 Spelling tests

 How we support children who are struggling with 

spellings

 Sounds 

 Jumping red / orange words

 Strategies to learn spellings



Reasons for Improving Spelling Skills



Why Children Struggle to Spell? 

“Children who struggle with spelling usually have 

no strategies up their sleeve when they get stuck 

on a word. Ask any weak spellers the question, 

‘What do you do when you cannot spell a word?’ 

They will have, at best, one strategy. But it is most 

likely that they guess. To help them become better 

spellers they need to acquire a range of different 

approaches to help them.”

Pie Corbett



Read Write Inc Spellings

15 minutes a day

A series of short, progressive 
activities

Partner work

Grouped according to need

Speed Spell Test



Why Are We Changing How We Test Spellings?

 Although children were able to score well on 

weekly spelling tests in class, they weren’t 

consistently able to spell the same words out 

of the test situation.

Schools who have been using Read Write Inc 

Spellings consistently have shown a 

significant improvement in their pupils’ 

spelling ability.



Spelling Tests



 Children who did not pass their Phonics Screening 

retake in Year 2 or have gaps with their phonics 

knowledge, are placed in a phonics intervention.

 Children complete a phonics test and this enables 

them to be placed in the correct phonics phase group.

 The children work through books in small groups and 

complete activities based on what they are reading. 

 Once children have become more confident with their 

phonics, they are then placed in a spelling intervention.

 Spelling interventions consolidate the spellings 

children are finding difficult to remember how to spell.  

 Scaffolding.  

What is in place for children who struggle with 

spellings?



 Read Write Inc Spelling builds on from the grapheme-
phoneme correspondence that children learn in KS1.

The technical vocabulary for a sound is phoneme. We call the 
letters used to make a sound a grapheme. 

 We teach the children that one sound is often spelt in more 
than one way.

 The sounds we teach the children to pronounce are pure so 
‘m’ does not become ‘muh’ and ‘s’ does not become ‘suh’.

 Digraphs = 2 letters that make 1 sound snail

 Trigraphs = 3 letters that make 1 sound night

 Split digraphs = a-e as in make

Sounds



Jumping Red / Orange Words

Jumping Red Words:   Year 1 and 2 
common exception words.

Jumping Orange Words :

1  set of words for Year 3 and Year 4

1 set for Year 5 and Year 6.



How to Support at Home

 Identify the words your child has struggled to 

spell in their spelling test and use some of the 

strategies we will look at to help them learn how 

to spell the words. 

 Practise the relevant Year 3/4, Year 5/6 statutory 

spellings words or Year 1 and 2 common 

exception words with your child at home. 



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Mnemonics

said… Sally Ann Is Dancing

We went TO GET HER = Together  



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Create a song / rap

H A P P Y



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Words within words



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Pyramid writing 



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Rainbow writing



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Writing in a sand tray



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Flash cards



Strategies to Learn Spellings

Say it, make it, write it!



Now it’s your turn!

In your groups, try to use some of the spelling strategies we have looked at 

and use them to ‘teach’ each other how to spell some of the following words:

friend

actual

busy

conscience 

gnome 

Please use the resources on your table!




